
THE OLDHAM ACADEMY NORTH
At the heart of the community



Introduction
The Grange School will become The Oldham Academy North
from September 2010. This is part of wider changes taking
place in Oldham intended to raise attainment levels and to
promote greater community cohesion across the city.

What are academies?
Academies are a new form of inclusive secondary school
designed to meet the needs of students in the 21st century.
They are independent of the local authority, but publicly
funded and monitored by the Department for Children,
Schools and Families and Ofsted.



Our focus
The Oldham Academy North will specialise in English (with
foreign languages) and Visual Arts and will offer a full
curriculum to all students.

We will:
The Oldham Academy North will be located on the existing
Grange School site from September 2010 and will move into
new state-of-the-art facilities in Royton in 2013. The new
building will include the use of innovative technology and
teaching methods to support learning.
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• Be inclusive, welcoming applications from all sections
of the community

• Offer an innovative, personalised curriculum to
nurture and motivate students

• Be forward thinking, using new technology
wherever possible

• Raise attainment by building on existing achievements
• Be flexible, encouraging any time, any place learning

through the provision of online learning opportunities
• Benefit the whole community.

•

•



Our sponsor
The Oldham Academy North will be sponsored by E-ACT, a
registered charity which aims to deliver educational excellence.

As one of the largest multi-academy sponsors, E-ACT has vast
experience of running academies around the country - from
London to Leeds.

E-ACT’s vision for The Oldham Academy North mirrors that
expressed by current students who want it to be “the best
school there is.”

Dr Noorzaman Rashid, chairman of E-ACT, firmly believes that
students deserve the best. “By providing young people with
new opportunities and experiences, E-ACT aims to enhance
their life chances and support them to become successful
citizens who contribute to a cohesive society.”

Born and educated in Bradford, Noorzaman originally
graduated in art and continues to be a keen collector of fine
art and modern sculpture so has a special interest in The
Oldham Academy North with its visual arts specialism.

As well as leading the board of E-ACT, he is Director of Board
and Leadership Services for Harvey Nash, a global
professional services company. His career has included
working for two large metropolitan authorities in corporate
and strategic planning roles, AT Kearney Executive Search and
BNB Resources dealing with mergers and acquisitions. As a
former fellow of Warwick Business School and advisor to
Birmingham University School of Public Policy he has worked
in Russia, Japan, South Africa and the USA. He currently
chairs the Public Services Management Network and is a
board member of Westminster Forum and Middlesex University.

Noorzaman has been nominated for numerous awards which
include The Tom Peter’s award for being nominated as one of
the most influential Muslims in the country. He is an active
member on many charitable boards including the NHS
Institute for Innovation and Westminster Forum.



Colette Burgess, Principal Designate
Manchester-born Colette Burgess is Principal

Designate of The Oldham Academy North.
Colette is a biochemistry graduate who
worked in industry and abroad before

retraining as a teacher in her late 20s following
the birth of her son, who is now aged 16.

As a science teacher she taught at inner city schools in
Manchester before moving to Wardle High in 2006 as
Deputy Head.

She will draw on her extensive private sector experience and
background in secondary education to lead an inclusive
academy which will benefit the whole community.

She is thrilled by the opportunities that the new
academy presents:

“It will be an exciting place to learn with an innovative and
varied curriculum designed to nurture and motivate students,
raise aspirations and deliver achievement for all”

Irfan Chishti, Community Cohesion Advisor

Working closely with Colette is Imam Irfan Chishti MBE.

Using his extensive experience of working with different
organisations and groups to promote community cohesion,
Irfan will ensure that the local community is involved in the
school’s transition to an academy.

Most importantly, he will help in positioning the academy at
the heart of the community so it will benefit all.

As a trained teacher, Irfan brings both his knowledge of
education and highly respected standing within the
community to this key role.



Address for all correspondence:

Pennine House
1st Floor
77 Union Street
Oldham
OL1 1JZ

Tel: 0161 785 5427
Email: irfan.chishti@eact.org.uk

www.eact.org.uk


